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Mr. Chairman, 
 
 I would like to thank the Controller, Assistant Secretary-General Ms. Maria 
Eugenia Casar, for introducing the reports of the Secretary-General on the 
budget performance of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in 
Kosovo (UNMIK) for the period 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013, and the proposed 
budget for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015, under agenda item 156. I 
would also like to thank the Chairman of the ACABQ, Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, for 
introducing the relevant report of the Advisory Committee.  
 
 At the outset, let me reiterate the strong support of my country to the 
important role of UNMIK and the necessity of continuous active engagement of 



the United Nations in the province of Kosovo and Metohija in ensuring security, 
stability and respect for human rights, as mandated by UNSCR 1244. The 
continued presence of the United Nations mission remains a crucial factor, 
requiring adequate staffing and financing. Its status-neutral approach remains 
the only acceptable framework within which all of us can work together in order 
to improve the lives of ordinary people in Kosovo. 
 

 The Republic of Serbia is very concerned over the ongoing tendency of 
downsizing the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) 
and reducing the number of international personnel, particularly in the 
substantive component. A sufficient number of the personnel is the key factor for 
successful implementation of the UNMIK mandate and it is highly questionable 
whether, downsized and reduced in number, the Mission can carry out the tasks 
envisaged in the budget proposal, such as the verification of the number of 
returnees and IDPs, protection of minority communities, human rights and 
confidence-building projects monitoring and its advisory role in the dialogue 
between Belgrade and Priština. Successful implementation of the Mission’s 
mandate, Mr. Chairman, is of paramount importance for all concerned, primarily 
the Serbian and non-Albanian population in Kosovo and Metohija, whose rights 
continue to be violated and whose freedom of movement and security are 
threatened. 
 
 With respect to the elevated number of international vacancies, we find 
from the report of the Advisory Committee, that this was due to several factors, 
including delays in recuritment, reassignments and higher-than-expected attrition 
and separations. Furthermore, the Advisory Committee was informed that posts 
which have been proposed for abolishment in the 2014/2015 budget were 
deliberately not filled. We concur with the view of the ACABQ that the Mission 
should undertake additional efforts to fill its vacant posts, and call on the 
Secretary-General to ensure that, as requested by the General Assembly 
resolution A/RES/66/264, para. 21, all vacant posts be filled expeditiously.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 


